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Through thoughtful planning, Louis J. Appell Jr. 
continues to be one of the biggest contributors to the 
York area, including York College, even after his death. 
In 1993, he and his wife, Josephine “Jody,” established 
the Powder Mill Foundation to serve the York community 
and its local nonprofits and community partners. The 
Foundation works to revitalize the city by providing 
funding for capital improvements and expenditures, 
creation of new programs, collaborative efforts, and 
community development initiatives. After Appell’s 
death in 2016, the Foundation made it their mission to 
continue his philanthropy.

York College of Pennsylvania has greatly benefited 
from this mission and the Appells’ generosity. The 
Powder Mill Foundation provided a multimillion-dollar 
investment into new programs at the College, including 
environmental horticulture. The new degree will include 
hands-on opportunities for students at Millbourne, the 
Appells’ 50-acre private estate in York.

Michael H. Hady III, President and CEO of the Powder 
Mill Foundation says, “This gift represents Louis 
Appell’s love of gardening as well as his commitment 
to York College.” The estate will be a key asset in the 
new programming at the College, where ornamental 
horticulture is showcased.

The gift will fund construction of new laboratory and 
greenhouse facilities on the York College campus, the 
hiring of faculty with the expertise needed to teach in 
the program, and new equipment and supplies. 

The Appell Environmental Horticulture program, which 
was available to students beginning in Fall 2021 will 
consist of two areas of concentration: one oriented 
to ornamental plants and landscaping, and the other 
centered on food plants and their use around the 
globe. Food production in urban environments will be 
an important component, linking the major to York City 
endeavors for food security.

The program’s core curriculum will allow students to 
gain the skills and knowledge necessary to manage fruit, 
vegetables, and nursery and/or greenhouse production 
systems. Students will acquire the knowledge and 
experience in the key areas of ecology, economic 
botany and taxonomy, soil science and plant nutrition, 
plant propagation, pest management, landscaping, 
economics, and business.

Students will graduate with a strong scientific base 
linked to marketing and business management skills 
that they can apply to niche markets, as York College’s 
location is a prime area for horticultural production and 
agribusiness of many types.

“York College has been the recipient of Louis Appell’s 
generosity for years,” said President Pamela Gunter-
Smith. “Thanks to his commitment to education and 

passion for horticulture and the stewardship of land and 
natural resources, York College students in the Appell 
Environmental Horticulture program will have hands-
on learning opportunities that other programs simply 
cannot offer.”

The Powder Mill Foundation has also been generous in 
enhancing programming for York Country Day School 
(YCDS), an affiliate of the College. The new Powder Mill 
Foundation Scholars program will assist students of 
color and low-income families from the city of York and 
York County with financial aid. The program will provide 
tuition assistance to students most in need, so that 
they will be able to begin their educational journey at 
the school.

YCDS is a private, college-preparatory preschool 
through grade 12 near York College’s West Campus 
that specializes in vibrant and engaging academic 
experiences through signature programming including 
Capstone 5812, Service Learning, STEAM, YCDS 
College Connect, and the Center for Wellness. Students 
pursue knowledge and personal truths with devotion 
as they work collaboratively with faculty, mentors, and 
peers in authentic and powerful ways.

“It is an honor to continue and to further the Appells’ 
advocacy of a YCDS education for the children of 
York City,” says Christine Heine, Head of School for 
YCDS. “The tremendous generosity of the Powder Mill 
Foundation provides opportunities for students to 
access a transformative education to lead lives of high 
purpose and intellectual engagement.”

The program was open to selected students 
beginning in Fall 2021. Applications are accepted for 
consideration on a rolling basis until all awards are 
presented.
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